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~iJ{ President Barach Obama

The White House

1600 Penn. Ave. NW

Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Obama:

What if the United States has been waging the wrong war against the wrong enemy for the last

13 years in Afghanistan? Pulitzer Prize-winning New York Times journalist Carlotta Gall, who

spent more than a decade covering Afghanistan since 200I, concludes just that in her new book,

"The Wrong Enemy: America in Afghanistan, 2001-2014." Gall told "On the Radar" that

Pakistan-not Afghanistan-has been the J.Inited State_s ' realenemy. -

"Instead of fighting a very grim and tough war which was very high in casualties on Afghans, as

well as NATO and American soldiers, the problem wasn't in the Afghan villages," Gall said.

"The source ofthe problem, the radicalization, the sponsoring of the insurgency, was all

happening in Pakistan." Gall said she first had the realization that Pakistan was fueling the

insurgency in Afghanistan "very soon" after the Sept. |l attacks.

"l went to Quetta and found Taliban resting up there and regrouping,” she said. "They had assistance,
some of them talked about being forced and threatened and told to go in and fight the Americans ... and
when you're there, on the ground, seeing every bombing, the suicide bombing had started, the insurgency
that grew, and you investigate where it's coming from, it kept leading back to Pakistan." Gall said that
Pakistan's leaders, and especially former President Pervez Musharraf, were "very clever" and tricked the
United States into beli~ving that Pakistan was an ally.

"l think the politicians, not all ofthem, but the diplomats ... it took ages for them to understand that actually
the persuasion wasn't working; the engagement wasn't bringing them on board; they were actually double
dealing," she said. "And now diplomats will tell you very plainly, 'Yes, Musharraf was double dealing."
Perhaps the biggest betrayal ofall in the U.S -Pakistani relationship, and one that came as no surprise to
Gall, was the fact that bin Laden found shelter in Abbottabad, Pakistan, for six years before he was killed
in a Navy SEAL raid in 201l. And, according to Gall, Pakistan's government was orchestrating his
protection.

"Pakistan did know," Gall said, speaking about bin Laden's location. "They were hiding him, they were
handling him. Someone on the inside told me this. They had a special desk that knew where bin Laden
was. "Not only that, but put him there, protected him, oversaw him, handled him in the terms of the secret
intelligence services," she added. "And it's all deniable, but I'm told the top bosses knew." Despite the
awareness of Pakistan's "double dealing" today, Gall said that relations with Pakistan are no better now
than in the past.

| have asked for us to leave Afghanistan since you went into office and ofcourse, George Bush should
never have invaded Iraq. You would think,li,e_wouldlbe I~.a.qging-his head when you: think ofall those
military and civilian deaths in those two wars.- Toq:~ay nothing about the U.S. budget. It is all a tragedy.
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